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Thank you for joining the Joint CannaJustice Conference! This three-day virtual conference centers
the urgent issues of marijuana reform in Virginia such as: Repealing the prohibition, Repairing the
harm caused by the failed War on Drugs through resentencing and reparations, and Commercial
Cannabis licensure. The Joint CannaJustice was dreamed up to educate the public, legislators and
press on each of these issues ahead of the Virginia General Assembly in 2022.
The Black-led Joint CannaJustice Coalition was formed in 2020 in response to the critical need for
justice-centered leadership in the fight for legalization. We are dedicated to ensuring that Virginia
legalizes marijuana in a way that rights the wrongs of the racist War on Drugs across Black and
Brown communities.
Our coalition has been at the forefront of raising awareness of racial justice implications of
marijuana reform as Virginia moved from decriminalization in 2020 to legalization in 2021, and
coordinating commercialization efforts. In 2021, the Joint CannaJustice Coalition served as the
leading voice advocating for legalization in order to stop racist police enforcement through simple
possession. We study and organize with Black and Brown Cannabis leaders throughout the country
in order to learn from successes, analyze criminalization trends, and build innovation focused on
centering cannabis as the gateway to our collective liberation.
Virginia is the first in the South to legalize marijuana and all eyes are on the Commonwealth as we
examine enforcement, re-sentencing, social equity and commercialization efforts that are sure to
lead the nation toward social justice in cannabis. Our coalition's criminal legal system and economic
justice experts are steadily creating a blueprint for how legalization must be passed in the U.S.
South.
Together, we will grow and thrive.
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The Coalition
Marijuana Justice was founded in 2019 to cultivate a Black-led and liberated space
in the Commonwealth of Virginia to end the war on drugs and fund Black futures.
#CoinsNotCuffs is Marijuana Justice’s campaign to create legislation that will use
cannabis tax revenue to provide sustainable, guaranteed income to residents
whose lives were upended by marijuana criminalization.
RISE for Youth is a nonpartisan organization committed to dismantling the youth
prison model and ensuring every space that impacts a young person’s life
encourages growth and success. RISE promotes the creation of healthy
communities and community-based alternatives to youth incarceration. Our work
centers youth and their communities who together, challenge racial and social
injustice in Virginia.
Virginia Student Power Network, founded in 2013, is a multi-issue grassroots
network of radical young organizers from universities across Virginia who are
building power towards our vision of a future of collective liberation, in which all
communities evolve beyond policing and the carceral state, everyone has access to
truly affordable higher education, and students, faculty, and workers hold their
educational and governmental institutions accountable.
Justice Forward Virginia is a non-partisan advocacy organization created to bring
attention to the urgent need for criminal justice reform in the Commonwealth—at
the most fundamental level—and to advocate for comprehensive reforms to
Virginia’s criminal justice system.
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Thursday
6:00-6:15pm

December 2nd, 2021

Welcome Address
Jewel Jordan - Host
Land Acknowledgment
Vanessa Bolin

6:15-7:30pm

The State of Marijuana: Nationwide, Statewide, and Local
Opening Session
Andrea Ritchie - Moderator, Chelsea Higgs Wise, Kalia Harris, & Valerie
Slater
As many states move toward legalizing simple possession of marijuana, it is
important to understand the history of the War on Drugs. In this keynote
address we will examine how other states are doing in repealing marijuanarelated crimes and convictions, and focus on why we must repeal all cannabisrelated crimes, and protect the legacy market.

Friday
5:00-5:10pm

December 3rd, 2021
Welcome Address & Conference Updates
Jewel Jordan - Host
Break & Transition

5:10-5:15pm

5:15-6:00pm

Protecting Virginia’s Youth in the Age of Marijuana Legalization
Valerie Slater, RISE for Youth
How has cannabis legalization impacted youth? Join this session as we learn
from the lived experiences of youth, and explore the impacts of cannabis
enforcement across the country.
Cannabis on Campus
Kalia Harris & Stephanie Sosa
Wondering what legalization means for college campuses in Virginia? This
session will explore the impacts of marijuana enforcement on college-aged
Virginians, the role of the federal War on Drugs in education funding, and what
is important to know for college-aged youth on and off VA campuses now that
legalization of simple possession for adults 21+ has passed.
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Friday

December 3rd, 2021

6:00-6:15pm

Break & Transition

6:15-7:00pm

Parental Rights & the War on Drugs
Fallon Speaker
How has the War on Drugs impacted Parental Rights through the use of the
Department of Social Services? In this session we will discuss how DSS has
prioritized family separation, and how parental drug involvement influences these
actions. We will also discuss solutions to repair harm done.
Pretextual Stops: Successes & More Work To Do
Andy Elders, & Ashley Shapiro
This session will clarify what a pretextual stop is and why banning them was a
racial justice move that supports equitable marijuana legalization. The speakers
will also discuss how banning pretextual stops will decrease interactions with law
enforcement therefore saving lives.

7:00-7:15pm
7:15-8:00pm

Break & Transition
Legalization & Mixed Immigration Status
Becca Spira, & Kelly White
This session will serve as an overview of the different types of immigration
statutes and how legalization has impacted their legal consumption of cannabis.
Speakers will also cover nationwide data on marijuana enforcement and
deportation, as well as what other states are doing around these topics. Specific
focus will be on identifying what communities of mixed immigration are
advocating for around legalization and other substances.
Resentencing For Those Still Inside
Chelsea Higgs Wise, & Sasha Spruill
Marijuana possession is legal, but what about those that are incarcerated for
marijuana related convictions? Virginia legislators delayed the resentencing
discussion until 2022. Many factors go into whose cases gets resentenced, who
decides on resentencing and when people will be resentenced.
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Friday

December 3rd, 2021
Expungement: What Happened & Why It’s Important
Rob Poggenklass & Merrick Whitmore
Virginia passed a historic record sealing bill in 2021. Attend this session to learn
from the lived experience of someone impacted by the War on Drugs and how
records sealing will affect cannabis records. Additionally, speakers will discuss
which records get automatically sealed and resources for folks seeking
expungement options.

8:00-8:10pm

Closing & Conference Updates
Jewel Jordan - Host

Saturday
12:00-12:10pm

December 4th, 2021
Welcome Address & Conference Updates
Jewel Jordan - Host
Break & Transition

12:10-12:15pm

12:15-1:00pm

From Legacy to Legal
Alex Stone, David Hernandez, Jessica Couch - Moderator, & Mike Thomas
The legacy market is the acceptable term for what most refer to as the "illegal"
market. Legalization means that we should stop criminally enforcing marijuana
and support those that have made the industry profitable for commercial
cannabis to be possible.
Building your Cannabis Business & Brand
Jessica Gonzalez
Learn how to begin preparing for state cannabis licenses. From team building to
protecting your intellectual property assets, this presentation will provide a high
level overview of what you can do now to prepare for cannabis licenses. This
session will also cover the ancillary side of the cannabis industry and provide
insight on how to get involved as an industry service provider.
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Saturday

December 4th, 2021

Black Farming in Cannabis: Accessibility, Equity, & Education
Antoine Hines - Moderator, Jabari Byrd, Leroy Hardy, Michael Carter, Jr.,
& Renard Turner
As the Commonwealth moves towards marijuana commercialization, hear from
Black Farmers who advocate for accessibility, equity, & education in this
emerging industry. Learn how social equity components can impact the
accessibility to land for Black folks, and why they are important for overall
equity in research, education, and economics

1:00-1:15pm
1:15-2:00pm

Break & Transition
#CoinsNotCuffs: Models for Guaranteed Income
Chelsea Higgs Wise - Moderator, Dreisen Heath, Omari Al-Qadaffi, &
Sasha Spruill
As commercial cannabis generates revenue for legal states across the country, a
few states such as Illinois and Virginia have created equity funds to redistribute
cannabis tax revenues to populations most impacted by disproportionate
marijuana enforcement. The racist penalties include arrests, convictions, fines/
fees, incarceration, exclusion from housing, as well as collateral consequences
that create barriers to economic survival such as employment and education.
This session will discuss the latest demand of advocates navigating commercial
legalization to redirect tax revenues directly to survivors of the war on drugs at
the state level and to pay people impacted by eviction on a local level.
Cannabis Licensure 101
Sulee Clay
Hear from an experienced attorney and consultant that's helped people win
cannabis licenses outside of Virginia and what to know if you're interested in a
commercial license.
Break & Transition

2:00-2:15p
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Saturday
2:15-3:00p

December 4th, 2021

#LandBack: Indigenous Knowledge
Chenae Bullock
What about indigenous knowledge in this age of legalization and
commercialization? Join as our panelist discuss the knowledge and expertise
indigenous tribes have in the cannabis industry. Learn about plant growing and
cultivation, as well as the plant's medicinal effects.
Social Equity in Cannabis
Amber Senter, Caroline Phillips - moderator, Hope Wiseman, Nina Parks, &
Raeven Duckett
The term social equity has become a buzzword in the cannabis space. What
does it look like in action, and has it produced equity in states that have
legalized cannabis? Does social equity look the same everywhere? Hear from
advocates that have helped shape social equity legislation from across the
country.

3:00-3:15p
3:15-4:00p

Break & Transition
VA’s Got Something To Say! Featuring Shelley Fka DRAM
Closing Session
Shelley fka DRAM, Niyah Nel, & Sasha Spruill
The policy is affecting the culture, and the culture is impacting the policies, but
we’re not having these conversations together. Join in on this “757 Love Fest” as
Niyah Nel opens the conversation between multi-platinum singer, songwriter
Shelley FKA DRAM, and Marijuana Justice Policy Director Sasha Spruill about
how weed drives and heals the culture and what that means for Black survivors
of the failed War on Drugs.

4:00-4:30p

Conference Closing & Thank You
Jewel Jordan - Host
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Host
Jewel Jordan was born and raised in Portsmouth, VA and is a proud graduate of
Norfolk State University with a Bachelors in Sociology and Iowa State University,
where she graduated Magna Cum Laude with a Masters in Sociology with an
emphasis in Social Disorganization, Victimization and Community Cohesion. In
May 2012 she became a Fellow with the Obama for America campaign. It is here
where her passion for civic engagement, community advocacy and organizing
developed. After the re-election of President Obama, Jewel would continue her

Jewel Jordan
Brown Virginia

work on various state and local elections through her creation of the Suffolk
Young Democrats (SYD). With the support of the Suffolk Democratic Committee,
Jewel served as President of SYD from 2013 to 2015 and was able to organize
numerous community engagement events, such as political education forums,
voter registration, school supply and food drives. In 2017 Jewel took her gifts to
Richmond, VA and began her work as an Assistant Legislative Aide for the Office
of Senator Lynwood Lewis and the Office of Delegate Luke E. Torian.
Jewel is a graduate of the Virginia Progressive Leadership Program, a Life
Member of the NAACP, a former Suffolk Chair with the Hampton Roads Young
Democrats, a former member of Urban League of Young Professionals Greater
Richmond, has worked with the Virginia Civic Engagement Table as an Organizer
for the Youth Virginia Votes Center-Richmond. She is the current Executive
Director for Brown Virginia, a nonpartisan, non-profit that provides a diverse and
balanced voice to issues of importance in minority communities. Jewel is also an
appointee to the Maggie L. Walker Initiative Citizens Advisory Board here in
Richmond and served as the Vice Chair and Chair of the Community Outreach
Subcommittee on the Richmond Task Force for the Establishment of a Civilian
Review Board.
Jewel still maintains her devotion for change through neighborhood call to action
meetings. These community gatherings are designed to educate, empower and
encourage citizens on how to become involved in political action and to
productively advocate for social issues.
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Keynote Speakers
Andrea Ritchie is a Black lesbian who has been researching, writing,
organizing, litigating, advocating and agitating around policing and
criminalization of women and LGBT people of color for the past three
decades. She is the author of Invisible No More: Police Violence Against
Black Women and Women of Color (Beacon Press 2017), co-author of Say
Her Name: Resisting Police Brutality Against Black Women (AAPF 2015)
and Queer (In)Justice: The Criminalization of LGBT People in the United

Andrea Ritchie
Author, Advocate &
Researcher

States (Beacon Press 2011), and is a nationally recognized expert on
policing issues. She works with groups across the country to support
campaigns to end profiling, police violence criminalization, mass
incarceration, and deportation through the Interrupting Criminalization
initiative she co-founded with Mariame Kaba and Woods Ervin, and as a
consultant to the Community Resource Hub. She is also co-founder of the
COVID19 Policing Project (covid19policing.com). She was a 2014 Senior
Soros Justice fellow and is currently a Senior Fellow at the Invisible
Institute.

Born Shelley Marshaun Massenburg-Smith in Neustadt an der
Weinstrasse, Germany, Shelley FKA Dram is a multifaceted musician. His
mom was in the military, but before the age of one, he moved to the
United States and was raised in Hampton, Virginia. Also known as the
“757”. In 2014 Shelley released his debut mixtape, #1EpicSummer. It
featured the single "Cha Cha," a club-worthy cut that was a regional hit.
In 2015, he broke on a national scale when Cleveland R&B radio station

Shelley FKA DRAM

Z 107.9 FM began playing the cut as their "weekend warmer," a
campaign that eventually reached Beyoncé, who shared a video of her
own version of the track. Over the years, Shelley has worked with a
variety of artists including Lil' Yachty, Erykah Badu, Young Thug, A$AP
Rocky, and H.E.R. just to name a few. After he dropped the DRAM in
favor of his birth name, he released the semi-eponymous album Shelley
FKA DRAM in April 2021.
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Session Speakers
Kalia Harris (she/ella) was born and raised in the Richmond area. She was
introduced to her passion for youth organizing throughout her educational
journey that included: Richmond and Chesterfield County Public Schools,
and graduating from a public university in Virginia. During her academic
career, Kalia has engaged in various youth organizing campaigns and
organizations, including the Virginia Student Power Network (VSPN) as an

Kalia Harris
Virginia Student
Power Network

undergraduate student at George Mason University working on
educational and racial justice campaigns on her campus. She earned her
Bachelor of Science in Community Health in 2016 and Master of
Interdisciplinary Studies with a concentration in Social Justice and Human
Rights in 2019. Her academic scholarship focuses on Black women and
non-binary liberation activists’ experiences with burnout and strategies for
sustainability. Kalia currently works as the co-Executive Director of
Virginia Student Power Network, supporting student organizing
throughout Virginia. Kalia is also a co-host of the award-winning podcast
and radio show “Race Capitol”, which examines racial narratives in the
fallen capitol of the confederacy. The show airs weekly on WRIR 97.3 FM
in Richmond, Virginia. She is currently involved with various community
survival efforts including co-coordinating the mini grants program of
Richmond Mutual Aid Disaster Relief (MADRVA). Kalia is dedicated to the
struggle of oppressed peoples across the Global South, to disrupting the
myth of white supremacy, fighting for total liberation and ending the
police and carceral state. In her free time, you can find her with her
adorable Pomeranian puppies, Justice and Angel.

Stephanie Sosa (they/them) was born and raised in the Northern Virginia
area. They first started organizing in high school for environmental justice
in VA. Stephanie continued organizing at Virginia Tech, where they
organized with a student-led labor solidarity organization, and also pushed
for university transparency. They currently work at Virginia Student

Stephanie Sosa

Power Network as a lead organizer in the Northern Virginia area.

Virginia Student
Power Network
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Session Speakers
Valerie Slater is a juvenile justice attorney and executive director of the
RISE for Youth organization advocating for the rights of youth and
families facing justice system involvement or engaged with other
systems charged with the care of Virginia’s youth. Valerie earned her
Juris Doctor from the University of Richmond School of Law and her
Bachelor’s from Colorado State University. Valerie is a fierce advocate
for children and brings to her work an unwavering commitment to

Valerie Slater
RISE for Youth

strengthening youth and communities to lead the efforts to realize
their visions for change.

Professor Speaker is a Feminist, Reproductive Justice Transformer,
Social Justice Leader, and Movement Lawyer. She currently serves as an
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law and the Director of The Jeanette
Lipman Family Law Clinic at The University of Richmond School of Law
where she teaches students in a holistic legal clinic dedicated to working
with communities affected by domestic relations, child welfare and
dependency proceedings and intersectional areas of the law such as

Fallon Speaker
University of
Richmond School
of Law

substance use, mental health, housing, immigration and social services in
Richmond, Virginia. Prior to joining the law school faculty, Professor
Speaker served as a Staff Attorney and Team Leader in the Family
Defense Practice at The Bronx Defenders where she represented
parents in child protective proceedings who were accused of abuse or
neglect. She also served as an Adjunct Professor at Cardozo School of
Law and the Director of the Mainzer Family Defense Clinic, where she
taught and supervised students in child protective hearings. During her
time at The Bronx Defenders, Professor Speaker became very active in
policy, lobbying, community organizing, and movement lawyering. She
played in integral role in coalition building and creating legislation to
reform the child welfare system and state central registry. Professor
Speaker received her undergraduate and Juris Doctorate degree from
the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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Session Speakers
Chelsea Higgs Wise is the Executive Director of Marijuana Justice & a proud
Canna-mom raising her 7 year old daughter in Richmond Virginia.Chelsea
earned a masters degree in clinical social work from Virginia commonwealth
university and after 10 years of direct practice w Medicaid recipients, she
began consulting for equitable inclusion within history & media. In 2018
Chelsea created Race Capitol, an award winning podcast which launched her
trajectory in filling the gaps of Southern Political narratives.Then in reaction to

Chelsea Higgs Wise
Marijuana Justice

the commonwealth attempting to reconcile the 1619 trafficking of Africans to
Virginia shores, Chelsea co-founded Marijuana Justice.By 2021, her work in
leading the Legalize It Right Coalition made Virginia the first state in the South
to legalize cannabis. The coalition continues to build power to fully repeal the
prohibition of weed, resource repair of Black communities & bring reparations
for the war on drugs.In her free time, Chelsea loves spending time with her
people, resting by the water and dreaming of abolition.

As Policy Director for Marijuana Justice, Sasha works to repair the damages
inflicted by Virginia's War on Drugs by advocating for equitable cannabis
legislation that centers Black communities and other marginalized
populations disproportionately targeted and policed. Her racial justice lens
helps inform the policy framework and development for resentencing
marijuana convictions, restoring parental rights, expediting expungements,

Sasha Spruill
Marijuana Justice

and stopping youth criminalization for marijuana. She is organizing a
#coinsnotcuffs campaign to legislate Virginia's cannabis tax revenue to
provide sustainable guaranteed income for residents impacted by the War on
Drugs. She received her Bachelors of Political Science from Virginia
Commonwealth University and her Masters of Public Administration from
the University of Texas Arlington. Both education and lived experiences
taught her about the injustices that occur within an over-policed racist state.
Today she is immersed in her activism because she believes in dismantling
systems of oppression that cause trauma to Black families and intends to
provide a pathway for healing Black futures through equitable cannabis
legislation.
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Session Speakers

Whitmore Merrick

Whitmore Merrick is a Peer Support Specialist with Home to Hope under the
City of Charlottesville's City Manager's office. He specializes in Peer Support
and facilitating a Wellness Recovery Action Plan (WRAP). Helps citizens who
have been incarcerated and recently released to society connecting them to
resources such as housing, food, clothing and transportation. He also started
a movement known as Freedom For Felons which helps felons create
opportunities inspiring change advocating for a second chance.

Legal Aid Justice Center

Rob Poggenklass
Legal Aid Justice Center

Rob Poggenklass is an attorney at Legal Aid Justice Center in
Charlottesville, Va., where he represents individuals in expungement cases
and also works on expungement policy and public education. Before LAJC,
Rob led the Race Equity Project at Iowa Legal Aid, where he focused on
reducing barriers to employment, housing, education, and transportation
for people with previous criminal legal involvement. He previously worked
on criminal justice policy at the ACLU of Virginia, and spent 3 ½ years as a
public defender in Newport News, Va. Rob graduated from William & Mary
Law School in Williamsburg, Va.

Ashley Shapiro is the Legislative Director for Justice Forward Virginia. Shapiro
currently serves as a Senior Assistant Public Defender for the Office of the
Public Defender in Richmond, Virginia, and previously served as a public
defender in Fairfax, Virginia and St. Mary's County, Maryland. During her time as
a public defender she has litigated dozens of jury trials and countless motions.
She is a graduate of San Diego State University and George Washington
University Law School.

Ashley Shapiro
Justice Forward Virginia
Andy Elders is the Policy Co-Director for Justice Forward Virginia. Elders has
practiced criminal defense exclusively for 16 years, in private practice and
currently serving as the Chief Deputy Public Defender for The Office of the
Public Defender in Fairfax County, Virginia. In the course of his career he has
represented thousands of clients and tried over 35 jury trials. Elders is a
graduate of Duke University and Georgetown University Law Center.

Andy Elders

Justice Forward Virginia
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Session Speakers

Sulee Clay
McKennon Shelton &
Henn LLP

Jessica Veronica Couch
WOC

Sulee is a business lawyer with over 24 years of experience advising
companies, investors, institutional lenders, sponsors, and entrepreneurs in
the areas of corporate finance, private equity, venture capital, among
others. Sulee is a Partner and Chair of the Corporate Group of McKennon
Shelton & Henn, LLP, a minority and woman-owned law firm based in
Baltimore, Maryland. Sulee began her legal career in the New York office of
Kirkland & Ellis after graduating from Harvard Law School and Harvard
College. Sulee serves as general counsel to several licensed cannabis
businesses including a cultivator and processor and several dispensaries,
providing advice on a variety of matters such as legal compliance,
organizational and structuring matters, raising capital, establishing
shareholder and operating arrangements and strategic partnerships,
negotiating leases and other commercial arrangements, managing
employment issues and structuring for tax efficiencies. In addition to
advising cannabis businesses, Sulee is the Chief Executive Officer of Stinson
Bushnell Industries, LLC, doing business as Burnt Meadow Hemp. In this
capacity, Sulee oversaw the acquisition of a 250-acre farm in Southeastern
Colorado and the cultivation of 30 acres of industrial hemp, which the
company is processing into a variety of CBD-based wellness retail products.
In this role, Sulee has gained extensive knowledge regarding the cultivation
of industrial hemp and the efficacy of its derivative, CBD. Sulee has an A.B.,
magna cum laude, from Harvard University in African American Studies and
Visual and Environmental Studies, and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. She
is also a single parent raising two teenagers.

Jessica Veronica Couch is a retail technology consultant, strategist, advisor,
writer and speaker. She is the co-founder of Fayetteville Road Agency.
Fayetteville Road is a data-focused turnkey boutique agency that leverages
retail technology to build custom solutions, match people to products,
create innovative experiences and ensure equity for underrepresented
groups. It is the parent company to their civic organization Women of Color
Worldwide. In partnership with Green Thumb Industries and Cookies, WOC
Worldwide brought their Canna Conversations event series to NYC on
September 16th, 2021 with the goal was to align existing networks of
people of color with experts, entrepreneurs, and policymakers in the
cannabis industry. The purpose of the event was to ensure NYC and NJ has
the chance to create true equity, reform, and a community around the
cannabis industry. The event also hosted an Expungement Clinic and Digital
Job Fair for cannabis-related jobs. The agency is launching a woman of color
cannabis consumption survey in January 2022 to gather valuable insights on
how WOC will consume legal cannabis and will continue to support reform
initiatives.
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Session Speakers

Kelly White
CAIR Coalition

Becca Spira
CAIR Coalition

Kelly has worked with adults in immigration detention in the D.C.,
Maryland, and Virginia area for the last 8 years. With partners she has
pushed for localities to put public dollars towards representation for
immigrants. The four current localities, Fairfax County, D.C., Baltimore
City, and Prince George's County will now set the stage for Federal
Legislation- creating a public defender-like model in immigration court. She
received her J.D. from the University of California - Davis, a school
intensely focused on the crimmigration. Kelly previously worked as a
contractor for UNHCR in Tanzania and for CWS Global representing
immigrants in North Carolina. Persons who are detained and new
attorneys continue to fight deportation cases with her every year, teaching
and informing her practice and approach. She incorporates holistic and
movement lawyering into her advocacy, learning from community groups,
and pushing for legislation with local experts and partners.

Rebecca joined CAIR Coalition's Detained Adult Program as a staff
attorney in 2019. Rebecca represents Fairfax County residents who are
detained and in removal proceedings before the immigration court.
Rebecca graduated from Chicago-Kent College of Law and holds a B.A.
from Colorado College. During law school, Rebecca interned with the
National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC), the Public Defender Service for
the District of Columbia, the Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan
Chicago’s Immigrant and Workers’ Rights Practice Group. She spent a
semester as a legal extern for the Honorable John Robert Blakey of the
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. Rebecca helped
organize and lead her law school’s first pro bono service trip the South
Texas Family Residential Center in Dilley, Texas. Before law school,
Rebecca worked as a legal assistant at Maria Baldini-Potermin and
Associates, P.C. a private immigration firm in Chicago.
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Session Speakers

Alexander Stone
Stone and the Family
Canna Co.

Mike Thomas
Grow Your Own, LLC,

David Hernandez
Happy Munkey, LLC

Alexander Stone is a graduate of Xavier University. After a successful
career coaching D1 athletes in men’s basketball and having various
leadership roles he began his journey into Cannabis. Alex is the founder of
Stone and the Family Canna Co. He works as a cannabis consultant in
agricultural cultivation through Victory Pharms in California. He specializes
in boutique cannabis cultivation, genetic modification/development,
branding/brand building, strain development, merchandising, and product
assortment. Alex’s experience helps him to develop high-quality cannabis
strains with superior genetics. Additionally, having been convicted of
felony possession of cannabis, Alex spends his time advocating for social
equity and criminal justice reform. Alex helps to advise cannabis brands
and corporations on creating inclusive and equitable environments for
diverse candidates from legacy markets. Alex is a father and an active
member of his community and is seeking a cultivation license in New
Jersey for future business development.

Mike Thomas is a father, husband, and legacy grower. He is also a native of
Richmond, Virginia, a graduate of Saint Paul’s College, and founder of
Grow Your Own, LLC, which he started in January 2021. Grow Your Own
focuses on consulting home growers on the process of growing cannabis
from seed to harvest. His long-term goal is to consult large-scale
organizations, as well as open a growing facility. Mike’s family, his two kids,
and wife are his motivation and what he believes is his greatest
achievement. He is motivated by his ancestors who lived in Southampton,
Virginia, and his involvement in cannabis has guided him to become
connected to them. These ancestors play a significant role in his life and
have helped shape his dream of opening a growing facility on the land his
ancestors owned and passed down generationally.

Born and Raised in NYC, David started his cannabis journey in
Washington DC's Initiative-71 gifting market back in 2017. David is a
licensed caregiver in the state of Maryland, a registered medical patient in
three states, and a politically active cannabis advocate. David has traveled
to 31 of the 38 legal cannabis states and has a depth and breadth of
knowledge spanning across the entire cannabis industry. Today, David is
the COO of Happy Munkey, LLC and has been instrumental in their
legacy to legal transition into the cannabis industry, as well as establishing
Happy Munkey as the East Coast's premier cannabis lifestyle brand!
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Session Speakers
Community organizer, Omari Al-Qadaffi, works to address systemic issues
driving inequity in the City of Richmond. Leveraging past careers in software
engineering and sales, Omari is skilled in organizing resources to solve
complex problems as well as communicating those concerns and solutions to
diverse groups. His belief that the exclusion of communities from public and
private resources in specific geographies is the cause of generational poverty,
food deserts, and other socioeconomic and health disparities prompted him to

Omari Al-Qadaffi
Leaders of the New
South

found the advocacy group, Leaders Of the New South – Community Council
as well as the Richmond Food Justice Alliance. He currently works as a
Housing Organizer in Legal Aid Justice Center’s Economic Justice Program
tackling housing instability and ensuring legal representation for impacted
residents. Omari is a Richmond native and has been recognized as one of Style
Magazine’s Top 40 under 40 as well as a Richmond Public Schools
Outstanding Parent Of the Year. He holds a Bachelor Degree in Computer
Science from Virginia Commonwealth University.

Jessica serves as a Cannabis and Intellectual Property attorney at Hiller PC as
well as outside General Counsel for the national organization Minorities for
Medical Marijuana Inc. Jessica was named on NJBIZ’s Next Generation of
Leaders List for 2021 for her work influencing cannabis policy in New Jersey.
She was deemed one of the 21 people to watch in the NJ Cannabis Industry in
2021 and named as one of NJ’s top 20 Cannabis Influencers in 2020. Jessica is
a member of the International Cannabis Bar Association where she was

Jessica Gonzalez
Hiller PC

appointed as Chair of the Social Equity CLE Webinar Series. As a cannabis
attorney, Jessica assists cannabis clients navigate the legal cannabis and hemp
industry in the areas of corporate, intellectual property and state licensing
applications. As a sought-after speaker, author and contributor, Jessica has
presented on both the municipal, state and federal level on topics such as
social justice/social equity, IP protection, cannabis legislation and state
cannabis licensing. Jessica was a member of the social impact committee for
NJ CAN 2020, the coalition that ran the most successful cannabis campaign in
the country. She's been quoted and featured in numerous media outlets such
as New York Times, Rolling Stone, NJ Law Journal, Emerald Magazine,
Cheddar, Bezinga, NJBIZ, and NJ Cannabis Media and the Cannabis Business
Times.
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Session Speakers
Antione Hines considered himself a veteran before swearing an oath to serve
in the United States Navy. Growing up in Brooklyn, N.Y., Antione identified
early on the pressures of gangs, drugs and violence would lead to a
destructive and unfulfilling end. In 1999, Antione chose a different path for
his life and enlisted in the Navy. He now volunteers 60 to 80 hours a week,
7days a week with numerous organizations and as well as his own nonprofit,
Veteran's HomeFront and his consulting agency, Triple S Consulting llc and

Antione Hines
Minorities 4
Medicinal Marijuana

his Scorp Black Systemic Equity Project Inc. Antione is recognized as a
strategic adviser on the issues of homelessness, community engagement and
black community wealth building. He is also an Advisory board member for
the Virginia Housing and Community Development Corporation, a member
of the NAACP, a member of the Hampton Roads Black Chamber of
Commerce, a member of the Urban League, president of United Ways of
South Hampton Roads Project Inclusion Alumni Association and recently
named the Virginia State Director for Minorities For Medical Marijuana Inc.
As a young man Antione could have bought into the gang life and drug
culture, instead he has chosen to be a civic leader, an advocate and a man of
values built on knowledge, fatherhood and faith with his daughter by his side
regardless of distance. He is a true trailblazer; a results-driven leader who is
dedicated to restructuring and rebuilding of the communities in which he
lives and those that surround him.
Niyah Nelson, socially known as Niyah Nel, is a creative producer based out
of the Hampton Roads area. Niyah received her Bachelor's degree in Mass
Communications from the illustrious Norfolk State University in 2017, and
since then, has launched her own entertainment and media platform, also
based in the Hampton Roads area. Throughout her college career, Niyah
focused on gaining experience and skill set in the music & entertainment
industry, having interned for Def Jam Recordings in marketing & promotions,
and serving as an on-air personality at Old Dominion University's WODU

Niyah Nel

studios. She's also utilized her minor in journalism, writing for notable media
platforms within the Hip-Hop community.Prior to launching her
entertainment business, Niyah got her first real break working in Thomas
Crown Studios, owned by Virginia's Grammy-award-winning music producer,
Timbaland, as Digital Media Manager and A&R Assistant to his imprint label,
Mosley Music Group. The industry experienced gained through this role led
to the birth of her current business, Culture Enterprises, LLC (DBA) Everyday
Dope Life (EDL).
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Jabari Byrd is an industrial hemp grower and distributor in the state of
Virginia. He was born in Richmond, VA and moved to Montgomery County
in 2012. He started working with hemp (Cannabis sativa L.) in 2016 with his
advisor Dr. John Fike while completing a Master's Degree in Crop and Soil
Environmental Science at Virginia Tech. His research focused on
introducing industrial hemp as a cash crop for farmers. He is the first
African American male to receive an advance degree in the cannabis field

Jabari Byd
Chylocure Inc

on the east coast. As George Washington Carver scholar, Mr. Byrd learned
how to grow and process industrial hemp for fiber, seed oil, and medicinal
purposes. Mr. Byrd is an advocate of hemp as he has witnessed people have
relief from issues such as chronic pain, epilepsy, stress, anxiety, parkinson's
disease and overall discomfort to a variety of health conditions. Mr. Byrd
currently serves as a hemp consultant helping bring farms back to life
through cannabinoid and fiber production. He is also co-owner of Rise and
Shine Botanicals, a vertically integrated business that sells a variety of his
herbal and CBD-based products.

Michael Carter Jr. is an 11th generation farmer and is the 5th generation to
farm on Carter Farms, his family’s century farm in Orange County, Virginia
where he gives workshops on how to grow and market ethnic vegetables,
farm business management, food safety, and a host of other agricultural
and African/African American history workshops, seminars, and trainings.
With Virginia State University, he is the Small Farm Resource Center
Coordinator for the Small Farm Outreach Program. Michael sits on the

Michael Carter Jr.
Carter Farms Va

boards of the Virginia Association of Biological Farmers (VABF), Virginia
Food Systems Council, Virginia Agrarian Trust and Foodshed Capital. He
acquired an agricultural economics degree from North Carolina A&T State
University and has worked in Ghana, Kenya and Israel as an agronomist and
organic agricultural consultant. Carter Farms has birthed Hen Asem (Our
Story) and Africulture that teaches and expounds on the practices,
principles, plants, and people of African descent that have contributed to
agriculture worldwide and the many stories that history almost forgot.
Michael presently consults on food access, food security, market outreach,
social and economic equity programs, among other areas. Michael is one of
the many leaders in agriculture and African/African American history in the
Commonwealth of Virginia.
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Leroy Hardy and his wife, Nancy reconnected with rural living over 20
years ago to raise their young family in a safer and healthier environment.
Their 8 children are now the 5th generation to grow up on their family
farm located in Southampton County Virginia. In 2007, their simple rustic
life expanded into a humble agriculture venture with the help of
agriculture specialist and their farming mentor, the late Andy Hankins.
From that beginning, Hardy Family Farm made natural and sustainable

Leroy Hardy
Hardy Family Farms

growing practices their farming philosophy. Hardy Family Farm has grown
from a modest 1/3 acre plot into a 5 acre parcel, apart from Leroy's
family's larger commercial farm. Over the years, their farm has participated
in various research and demonstration projects, growing many farm
products, including shiitake mushrooms, industrial hemp, cut flowers,
wildflower pollinators, pears, berries, and various other produce,
particularly specialty melons; they have also raised chickens for meat and
eggs. As a Virginia Indian, Leroy Hardy feels connected to the land; and
one of Hardy Family Farm's goals is to cultivate good stewardship of the
land to produce healthy, high quality food for their families, friends, and
surrounding communities. "We cultivate the land while the land cultivates
us." Vena A-dae Romero, Indigenous Farm Advocate

Renard Turner co owns Vanguard Ranch Ltd. with his wife Chinette
Turner. They started their farm from the ground up 30 years ago. They are
a diversified organic and sustainable family farm, focusing on 21st century
homesteading. Vanguard Ranch raises a herd of Bangus meat, goats, and
squabs, as well as grows heirloom vegetables, herbs and ethnic African
specialties. Value added production is Vanguard Rach’s farms model. They
have grown hemp for the last two years focusing on their line of farm

Renard Turner
Vanguard Ranch Ltd.

grown and processed CBD oil products. Renard has served as the
President of the Virginia Association for Biological Farming, the Virginia
State University College of Agriculture advisory council, as well as the
USDA Minority Farmer Advisory Council. He currently serves as a
consultant for the Agrarian Trust, and as a board member of The Livestock
Conservancy.He advocates for local sustainable food systems and
supports local movements, with the believe that farming is an act of
liberation for us!
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Vanessa Bolin is an Indigenous artist, activist, street medic/ trainer and founder of
the Eyes Wide Open Project, Richmond Indigenous Society, River City Medic
Collective and Community Roots Garden. She sits on the board of the Ogalala
Lakota Cultural and Economic Initiative OLCERI. She studied Paramedic Medicine
at Virginia Commonwealth University. Vanessa served as a medic in Standing Rock
ND during the No DAPL movement and traveled to Houston after Hurricane
Harvey and acted as a street medic where she served and cared for the flood

Vanessa Bolin

survivors. She established a Mutual Aid Disaster Relief warehouse in Robenson Co
after hurricane Florence and has taught street medic training in multiple countries.
She is deeply passionate about preserving the environment for her grandchildren
and the next 7 generations. She spends her time in community helping to build and
support grassroots organizations. She works and provides training in marginalized
communities educating about food sovereignty, decolonized and integrated
medicine, transformative justice, environmental racism, and raises awareness
about murdered and missing Indigenous Women among other topics. Believing
that it is everyone’s responsibility to defend this sacred earth, she sets out each
day to make the world a better place and is striving to help build the world we all
want to live in.
Chenae Bullock, an enrolled Shinnecock Indian Nation Tribal Member and
descendant of the Montauk Tribe in Long Island New York. Chenae is a
community leader, water protector, cultural preservationist, Indigenous
perspective historian, and humanitarian. She is a recent published author of a book
titled “50 Plant Medicines: Indigenous Oral History & Perspective” She wrote the
book to help share her own medicine to help readers in their journey to learn more

Chenae Bullock
Moskehtu Consulting

about the plant medicines that have been used for thousands of years. Chenae is
currently the Managing Director for Little Beach Harvest, which is the Cannabis
business wholly owned by Shinnecock Nation. She is the founder and owner of
Moskehtu Consulting, LLC which is an Indigenous owned and operated Cultural &
Heritage Preservation firm.
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Amber E. Senter is founder and CEO of Breeze Distro and Shady Pines
Box Club, a lifestyle and infused cannabis product, distribution, and
direct-to-consumer company located in Oakland, CA. Amber is a veteran
of the United States Coast Guard. Amber has served in a number of
leadership positions in the cannabis industry. Amber is the chairman
emeritus of the National Cannabis Industry’s Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Committee. She is also on the advisory board of Decriminalize

Amber E. Senter
Supernova Women

Nature Oakland, the first group in the country to successfully advocate
to decriminalize all natural plant medicines in the city of Oakland.

Raeven Duckett is a cannabis equity activist and business leader within
the industry. Duckett co-founded Community Gardens, a cannabis
delivery and distribution company based in Oakland, California.
Community Gardens was the first equity team to receive a license from
the State of California for adult use sales of cannabis, based on their
participation in the revolutionary city of Oakland Cannabis Equity
program. In the fall of 2019 Community Gardens was accepted into

Raeven Ducket
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Momentum, a cannabis business accelerator powered by Eaze,
UltraNative, and Bail Capital. During this program Duckett developed
and launched the cannabis delivery reservation software, MAE. MAE is
an artificial intelligence chat bot that guides customers through the
cannabis purchase process all via sms (text) messaging. Duckett is on the
board of Supernova Women.

Nina Parks is a co-founder of Supernova Women she served on the
board from 2015-2018. She then co-founded Original Equity Group SPC
& the Equity Trade Certification 2019-present. She recently (2021)
rejoined the Supernova Board. In addition she serves on San Francisco’s
Cannabis Oversight Committee and is the CEO of Gift of Doja, a
cannabis lifestyle brand.

Nina Parks
Supernova Women

cannajustice.org

Session Speakers
Hope Wiseman, CEO, Mary & Main, is an entrepreneur, business strategist
and cannabis industry trailblazer. At the age of 25, Hope established Mary
& Main in her hometown of Prince George’s County, Maryland becoming
the youngest, female Black cannabis dispensary owner in the United
States. A graduate of Spelman College in Atlanta, where she majored in
Economics in hopes of becoming an investment banker, Ms. Wiseman
worked for SunTrust Robinson Humphrey upon graduation. Less than a

Hope Wiseman
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year later, Hope reassessed her path and found herself coming back to her
true purpose: to help Black people in her community and across the
country through her entrepreneurial spirit. In September, 2018, she
opened Mary & Main with her mother, Dr. Octavia Simkins-Wiseman and
Dr. Larry Bryant in a limited license medical market in Maryland. Her
vision to create opportunities for Black, Indigenous and People of Color
who have been disproportionately affected by the war on drugs and
excluded from cannabis business ownership drives her passion for the
industry.

Caroline Phillips specializes in conceptualizing, strategizing and executing
political campaigns, non-profit initiatives, live events and marketing
experiences. In 2014, Caroline founded The High Street LLC, a public
relations and event production company with the mission of cultivating
projects and ideas that leverage business and advocacy for social good. In
2016, Caroline launched the National Cannabis Festival (NCF) in
Washington, D.C. and in 2018 she expanded the program to include the
National Cannabis Policy Summit (NCPS) and Four20 Month. Going into

Caroline Phillips
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year 6, NCF is now the largest ticketed cannabis gathering on the east coast
and NCPS is the only nationally televised cannabis conference in the United
States. Caroline is a native Washingtonian. She received her Bachelor’s
degree from Wake Forest University, completed post-graduate studies at
Howard University and received her Master’s degree from Georgetown
University.
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Equity within our society is not just an idea. It is a reality that we
must strive for regularly. We know that equity includes centering
those most impacted by the criminalization of Black people in
proximity to marijuana which sparked the war on drugs. The Joint
CannaJustice Conference is just one step on the path to the
justice that we are seeking.
We would be remiss if we did not THANK those of you who are
abolitionists in the movement now, along with the countless
individuals who came before us whose shoulders we stand. Many
of you are doing this work without any recognition.
At this moment, we must also lift up those that are still
incarcerated for an offense that is now legal, those that may have
a criminal background record that is keeping them from acquiring
a job or housing, and we can not forget about the friends and
family that continue to support these individuals.
We also want to acknowledge those who attended this
conference and have plans to hit the ground running in 2022.
There is a lot of work to be done, and it is going to take all of us
to obtain true social equity not only in Virginia but the South.
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